INLAND NORTHWEST HEALTH INFORMATION 

MANAGEMENT ASSOCIATION

3RD QUARTER 2009

INHIMA.ORG

===============================================================================

2009 INHIMA BOARD MEMBERS

Gina Scott, Director               
    509-532-4033

              grscott951@msn.com
Cindy Paap, President            
    509-928-7741


cinpa5@aol.com
Susan Blue, President-elect    
    509-434-7280
            

susan.blue@va.gov
 

Monica Cantrell, Treasurer     
    509-473-7497


CantreM1@empirehealth.org 
Dina Young, Secretary





dayoung159@yahoo.com
Cheri Hemphill, Newsletter    
    509-474-3250
             

Cheri.Hemphill@providence.org

=============================================================================== 

3rd Quarter meeting will be Tuesday, August 11, at Deaconess Health and Education Center.  Pat Holmstead’s presentation will be on HIPAA Risks in the Hospital Environment, and Chris Coppen’s topic will be about Privacy Rights for Children in Mental Health. 

The member who brings in the most new membe4r (who have not already signed up as an INHIMA member) to the meetings will receive a $25 gift certificate at the end of the year.  First time guests are welcome to come for the cost of $15 for the dinner and CE credits, with subsequent meetings requiring the payment of annual dues.

News from around and about:

Congratulations to Dina Young, our new INHIMA Secretary, for passing her RHIT exam!

And to Sacred Heart coder, Jennifer Harwood and her husband, Rick, on the birth of their second son, Kaden.

INHIMA SCHOLARSHIP BASKET

INHIMA has donated baskets in the past to WSHIMA to raise funds for students in the HIM program.  That is what our Board has decided to do for our local group.  The Board members have donated items for 3 baskets with the winning ticket to be drawn during the September 26 Workshop (see next item for details.)  Tickets will be available at the August 11 meeting, or from Susan Blue at the VA, Monica Cantrell at Deaconess, or Cheri Hemphill at Sacred Heart.  The tickets will be $1 each, and you do not have to be present to win.  The scholarship is presented to a second year student at SCC at the beginning of the last quarter.

September 26 Workshop:  Saturday, 9am – 3pm, 6 Credits

Melanie Endicott will speak on ICD-10 at our September 26, 2009 fall conference.  She is going to be trained by AHIMA for this, plus she will be teaching it at school.

Another speaker on the agenda will be Julie Hatch, speaking on Core Measures. 

Another subject for the conference will be Computer Assisted Coding.

 Look for a flyer soon with the rest of the speakers and topics.
*****************************************************************************************

Housekeeping Agenda:  Standing Rules

Please read the attached Standing Rules document before the meeting on Tuesday, when we will discuss the changes and edits by the Board to bring them up to date.

INFLUENZA NEWS:

"On June 11, the World Health Organization (WHO) raised the pandemic alert level from Phase 5 to Phase 6 indicating that an influenza pandemic is underway.  The novel influenza A (H1N1) virus now will be referred to as "Pandemic H1N1 influenza virus."  U. S. Virologic Surveillance:  World Health Organization (WHO) and National Respiratory and Enteric Virus Surveillance System (NREVSS) collaborating laboratories located in all 50 states and Washington D.C. report to CDC the number of respiratory specimens tested for influenza. 

During the 2008-09 season, influenza A (H1), A (H3), and B viruses have co-circulated in the United States.  On April 15 and 17, 2009, CDC confirmed the first two cases of pandemic influenza A with pandemic influenza (H1N1) virus in the United States.  

As of July 29, 2009, influenza activity decreased in the United States; however, there were still higher levels of influenza-like illness than is normal at this time of year.   As of July 31, 2009, 5,514 hospitalizations and 353 deaths (7 deaths in individuals 0-4 years, 56 deaths in individuals 5-24 years, 142 deaths in adults 25-49 years, 96 deaths in adults 50-64 years, 29 deaths in adults age 65 and older, and 23 deaths with unknown age) associated with novel influenza A (H1N1) virus have been identified by CDC and state and local public health departments. 

 (Taken from "Flu View" A weekly Influenza Surveillance Report Prepared by the Influenza Division of CDC.)

-During April 19 through July 29, the Washington Department of Health received reports of 132 hospitalized and 7 deceased persons to be infected with pandemic H1N1 influenza virus.

-Region 10 includes Alaska, Idaho, Oregon and Washington.
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